
     There have been repeated 
statements by the administra-
tion relating to military action 
against Saddam Hussein.  It is 
known that Saddam has 
weapons of mass destruction, 
such as chemical and there 
exists evidence that he pos-
sesses biologi-
cal.   

     The power 
of Congress to 
declare war 
has been 
eroded very 
materially, with 
Presidents 
taking unilat-
eral action in 
Korea, Viet-
nam, Grenada, 
Lebanon, Pa-
nama, Soma-
lia, and Kos-
ovo.  But in a situation where 
there is ample time for the 
Congress to deliberate and 
decide, the Congress should 
assert its constitutional au-
thority. 

     Among the many issues 
regarding the separation of 

powers, none is more impor-
tant than the basic power to 
declare war and the separate 
power which the President 
has as Commander in Chief 
which sometimes conflict.   

     Congressional hearings 
would identify with greater 

precision 
what Saddam 
has by way of 
weapons of 
mass destruc-
tion.  Through 
hearings we 
would get into 
the details as 
to what Sad-
dam and Iraq 
have done by 
way of thwart-
ing the United 
Nations from 
conducting 

inspections.  Earlier this year, 
I met with Secretary General 
Kofi Annan to get a firsthand 
briefing and to press the U.N. 
to do everything it could to get 
those inspections.  Another 
issue which I think needs to 
be subjected to analysis and                                                      
-continued on page 3- 

     I have conducted some 19 
Town Hall Meetings this 
month in my approach to 
cover all of Pennsylvania’s 67 
counties.  I find that leaving 
Washington D.C. is really re-
freshing in many ways.  The 
most fundamental of which is 
that it gives me a chance to 
find out what is on your 
minds, so that I can do as 
good of a job as possible as 
one of your United States 
Senators.  I hold these town 
hall meetings to listen to you. 

     The leading item of con-
cern was prescription drugs.  
The House has passed legisla-
tion.  I have long been a pro-
ponent of helping seniors on 
prescription drugs.  The costs 
of pharmaceuticals have just 
gone out of sight and the 
precise plan has yet to 
emerge.  We know that these 
pharmaceutical supplies com-
pel some senior citizens on 
low incomes to either buy 
their prescription drugs or buy 
groceries.  In a land of plenty, 
like the United States, that 
should not be the case. 

    The problem that has 
arisen with passing prescrip-
tion drug legislation is the 
cost of the proposed plans.  
Politics is the art of the possi-
ble and what we have to do is 
reach an accommodation and 
I think we will.   I’ve been 
working with the authors of all 
the bills to try to find some 
accommodations so that with 
the House passed bill we can 
go to conference, and hope-
fully get this legislation en-
acted this year. 
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     For several days in July the 
eyes and ears of the world 
were on Somerset County, 
people wondering if it was 
possible for men in an under-
ground mine shaft, immersed 
in water reportedly 4 feet to 5 
feet high, no food, no commu-
nication with the outside 
world--people wondered 
whether those men could 
survive. Almost in a miracu-
lous way, finally, through the 

extraordinary efforts of Fed-
eral, State, and local rescu-
ers.  Their ordeal started on 
Wednesday, July 24, at 9 
p.m., and ended on Sunday 
morning, July 28 at 2:44 a.m.  

     People are in amazement 
around the world, at their 
successful rescues. It is very 
unusual, very odd to say the 
least, that a small county in 
western Pennsylvania, more 
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Senators Specter and Santorum 
congratulate each other after a 
well played softball game in 
July. 



     Right behind the concern 
about prescription drugs for 
seniors is the issue of 
fraud and the shakiness of 
the stock market and all of 
these corporate defaulta-
tions.  I do believe that 
what we are seeing here is 
a misrepresentation by 
corporate executives 
where they are putting 
billions of dollars in subsidiary 
corporations and misrepre-
senting the value of corpora-
tions.  There is no doubt 
where a Chief Executive Offi-
cer conceals debt, puts 
it into subsidiary corpo-
rations, or misstates 
the profits and de-
ceives the investing 
public that that is a 
crime and those people 
ought to go to jail.  The 
end result, and what 
we’ve seen with World-
Com and Enron and 
many other companies, 
is that public confi-
dence in the stock mar-
ket is being destroyed. 

     The Stock market is 

the way in which a capitalistic 
society can pool together 

capital, so these are very im-
portant items.  These corpo-
rate frauds have touched 
deep into the American inves-
tors and are really threatening 

the life savings of many peo-
ple. 

    We, the House and Sen-
ate, have passed legisla-
tion dealing with the issue 
of corporate fraud and I 
believe it will be an effec-
tive bill.  It provides for 
oversight on accounting 
practices so that no longer 
will it be possible for the 

same firm, like Arthur Ander-
son, to do both the auditing 
and give advice.  It increases 
penalties for corporate fraud. 

I think this bill will be a 
firm step in cleaning up 
a lot of illegal and bad 
practices, and hopefully 
stabilize the stock mar-
ket. 

    All and all it was in-
teresting to visit the 19 
counties, to get out 
from the Washington 
D.C. area for a while 
and find out what is on 
people’s minds.  I will 
be holding more Open 
House Town Meetings 
at the end of August. 

in Pennsylvania. 

     These hospitals are in 
great financial distress. These 
hospitals are serving an aging 
population.  This disparity is 
something that has to be 

addressed. 

     On July 1, I visited the 
Geissinger Clinic in Wilkes-
Barre, PA with representatives 
of the hospitals and went over 
with them the situation.  I 
asked that they submit 
memoranda, which showed 

     For a considerable period 
of time, there have been a 
number of counties in Penn-
sylvania that have been suf-
fering from low Medicare re-
imbursement rates.  This has 
caused them great disad-
vantage because their 
nurses and medical per-
sonnel are moving to sur-
rounding areas. Because 
these hospitals are sur-
rounded by other hospitals 
with Metropolitan Statisti-
cal Area, MSA’s that have a 
higher reimbursement rate, 
they cannot compete for 
nurses and other medical 
personnel. 

     It is true that there are 
other places in the United 
States that have  similar prob-
lems, but I believe none is as 
pressing as what is occurring 

the extreme plight which I could 
then share with my colleagues 
in the Senate. 

     A memorandum prepared by 
Bernard C. Rudegeair of the 
Greater Hazelton Health Alli-

ance pointed out the follow-
ing: 

“With competing institu-
tions located within a 30-
60 minute drive from our 
front doors—and able to 
pay up to $4 per hour 
more to attract staff—the 
Greater Hazelton Health 
Alliance has experienced 
an out migration of clinical 
staff to those areas. 

In the last 18 months, 
52 employees—including 
registered nurses, licensed 
practical nurses, pharma-
cists, radiology technolo- 

     -continued on page 4- 

Page 2  

T O W N  H A L L  M E E T I N G  R E P O R T  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

E Q UA L  ME D I C A R E  R E I M B U R S E M E N T  

For the Latest 
Information About the 
Work I Am Doing In 
Washington and the 

State Visit My 
Webpage at: 

specter.senate.gov 

VOLUME I,  ISSUE 2  

There is no doubt where a Chief  
Executive Officer conceals debt...or 
misstates the profits and deceives 
the investing public that that is a 

crime. 

It is true that there are other places in 
the United States that have similar 
problems, but I believe none is as 
pressing as what is occurring in  

Pennsylvania. 

Photo by: Ralph Wilson/Sun Gazette



Arlen Specter  Speaks  

hearings and national debate 
is what the cost would be of 
toppling Saddam, including 
the cost of casualties.  Finally, 
hearings would help us deter-
mine what will happen 
after a regime change, 
what will happen if and 
when Saddam goes.   

     There is a need for the 
American public to under-
stand the issues involved 
in the use of military force 
against Iraq.   

     Consideration by Congress 
on these key issues would 
provide a basis for an interna-
tional understanding of our 
position and perhaps even 
support in some quarters.  If 
Congressional consideration 
was followed by the authoriza-
tion for the use of force sup-
ported by thoughtful and ex-
perienced members of the 
House and Senate, the inter-
national community might 
well be reassured that the 
U.S. military action was not 
the decision of just one man, 
even though he is the Presi-
dent of the United States.                                                          

     With the repeated public 
commentary on the Presi-
dent’s plans to use force 
against Iraq, there has been 

public concern about what 
Saddam Hussein might do in 
anticipation or retaliation.  
Saddam is well known for his 
ruthlessness and his disdain 
for life by use of chemicals 
against his own people.  In a 
struggle for his own survival, 
why should we expect Sad-
dam Hussein to refrain from 
using every weapon at his 
disposal. 

     With Congressional hear-
ings as a start, the American 
people should be informed 
about Iraq’s threat and all our 
efforts to deal with this threat 
short of the use of military 
force.  We should do our ut-
most to organize an interna-

tional coalition against Iraq, 
which President George Bush 
did in 1991, specifying as 
much evidence as possible in 
public congressional hearings 
in order to create American 
and worldwide public support 
for appropriate action.  Such 

public hearings would be 
supplemented by classified 
information given to the 
leaders of the prospective 
coalition.   

     There is an understand-
able reluctance on part of 

Members of the House and 
Senate to challenge a Presi-
dent, especially a popular 
President, on his actions as 
Commander-in-Chief to pro-
tect U.S. national interests.  
The constitutional 
issues on separa-
tion of powers 
and the respec-
tive authority of 
the Congress vis-
a-vis the Presi-
dent are obvi-
ously important.  
Of even greater 
importance, how-
ever, is the value 
of a united front 
with the Presi-

     I have had occasion to go 
underground. I must say it is 
an eerie, desolate feeling to 
take one of those elevators 
down about 20 stories and 
then hunch over, in the 
miner's gear with a little light 
on your cap, and lean back-
wards in a rail car which 
moves several miles under-
ground because you can't sit 
up straight, there isn't suffi-
cient room. I have marveled 
at the courage and the tenac-
ity of the miners who go into 
those deep mines, day after 
day after day, risking life and 
limb.  

     On July 29, 2002 I spoke 
to Mr. Ron Hileman who lives 
in Gray, Pennsyvlania and we 
talked about being in that 
enclosed area with 60 million 
gallons of water pouring in. A 
miner of 27 years with a wife 
and two children, the joy in 

than 50 miles southeast of 
Pittsburgh, would be the fo-
cus of so much international 
attention.  

     In an era where there is so 
much bad news around the 
world, to find a bright spot, 
find a success, find a rescue, 
is certainly more than a 
breath of fresh air for the 
entire world but especially, of 
course, for the miners who 
were involved: Mr. Randy 
Fogle, Mr. Harry Blaine May-
hugh, Mr. Thomas Foy, Mr. 
John Unger, Mr. John Phillippi, 
Mr. Ronald Hileman, Mr. Den-
nis Hall, Jr., Mr. Robert Pugh, 
and Mr. Mark Popernack.  

     Representing Pennsyl-
vania, as I have for some 22 
years now, I have obviously 
been intimately connected 
with the issue of the coal min-
ers. 

the Hileman family was over-
whelming. Mr. Hileman ex-
pressed his own very deep 
gratitude.  

     I want to pay tribute to Penn-
sylvania's Governor, Mark 
Schweicker, an international 
figure, a hero in his own right--
and for good cause--on the job, 
persevering, leading Federal, 
State, and local officials, meet-
ing with the families. I talked to 
him over the weekend and he 
was there, on the job, and cer-
tainly deserves the commenda-
tion, not only of Pennsylvania 
but the commendation of the 
Nation, the commendation of 
the world.  

    This accident points out the 
need for greater concern for 
miners' safety as they are per-
forming very important work, 
providing energy, providing 
coal, providing a resource in 
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There is a need for the Ameri-
can public to understand the 
issues involved in the use of 

force against Iraq. 

our effort to try to free our-
selves from the dominance of 
OPEC oil. With progress in 
clean coal technology  the 
coal industry across America, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia 
to Wyoming and beyond, 
could provide that alternative 
source of energy.  

     I believe that this is a good 
day for the United States and 
the U.S. Senate to pay tribute 
to the coal miners of America 
for what they are doing for 
the Nation by providing 
needed energy for domestic 
purposes and also for na-
tional security.  

     Especially thanks for the 
rescue of the nine mine work-
ers; and we pay tribute to 
those men and their families 
and to the heroic rescuers 
led by Governor Schweiker 
that brought them to safety.  

dent backed by congressional 
authorization and American 
public opinion on an issue 
where most, if not virtually 
all, of the international com-
munity is in opposition.   

     The current issue of Iraq is 
another chapter, albeit a very 
important chapter, in the 
ongoing effort to define con-
gressional and Presidential 
authority on the critical con-
stitutional doctrine of separa-
tion of powers.  In the pre-
sent case, there is ample 
time for Congress to deliber-
ate and decide.  With the 
stakes so high, Congress 
should assert its constitu-
tional authority to make this 
critical decision.   



conference. 

     Senator Baucus, Chairman 
of the Finance Committee,  

which has the jurisdiction 
over the entire matter, has 
told me that the Finance Com-
mittee will be addressing this 
matter in September.  I told 
him that the dollar figure is 
obviously critical but of even 
greater importance is that 
there not be disparity so that 
we lose doctors to surround-
ing areas. 

     In this new age of domes-
tic security awareness, our 
hospitals have become even 
more important fixtures in our 
communities. In the event of 

gists and physical thera-
pists—have resigned.” 

      Last year on our confer-
ence report, we had agreed 
among the conferees to make 
the adjustment, and then did 
not proceed in that way be-
cause there was a technical 
problem with the provision 
not having been included in 
either bill.  This year our 
chances looked very good in 
the Appropriations Confer-
ence to help Northeastern 
Hospitals.  But, we found that 
there were so many members 
coming forward and wanting 
relief for their state, we were 
not able to provide any help in 

a tragedy or terrorist event 
our communities would look 
to our hospitals, not only as 
sources of emergency medi-
cal care, but as places of ref-
uge, information and comfort. 

     Our elderly patients are the 
ones who need us most. 
Many of them toiled in the 
local coal mines and served 
our country in foreign wars. 
Their strong work ethic and 
love of country has often led 
to illness and injury that will 
plague them for the rest of 
their lives. This is a proud 
population that we are com-
mitted to caring for far into 
the future.  

ME D I C A R E  R E I M B U R S E M E N T S  ( C O N T I N U E D )  
If I can be of any assistance 
please contact one of my 
eight offices: 
 

Washington D.C. Office 
711 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

202-224-4254 (p) 

202-228-1229 (f) 

Philadelphia Office 
600 Arch Street 

Suite 9400 

Philadelphia, 19106 

215-597-7200 (p) 

215-597-0406 (f) 

Pittsburgh Office 
1000 Liberty Avenue 

Federal Building, Suite 2031 

Pittsburgh, 15222 

412-644-3400 (p) 

412-644-4871 (f) 

Harrisburg Office 
228 Walnut Street 

P.O. Box 1092 

Harrisburg, PA 17101 

717-782-3951 (p) 

717-782-4920 (f) 

Erie Office 
107 Federal Building 

6th and State Street 

Erie, 16501 

814-453-3010 (p) 

814-455-9925 (f) 

Allentown Office 
504 West Hamilton St 

Federal Building, Suite 3814 

Allentown, 18101 

610-434-1444 (p) 

610-434-1844(f) 

Scranton Office 
310 Spruce Street 

Federal Building, Suite 201 

570-346-2006(p) 

570-346-8499(f) 

Wilkes-Barre Office 
7 North Wilkes-Barre Blvd 

Wilkes-Barre, 18702 

570-826-6255(p) 

570-826-6266(f) 

 

or via email at: 
Arlen_Specter@specter.senate.gov 

An Open House With Senator Arlen Specter An Open House With Senator Arlen Specter An Open House With Senator Arlen Specter    
 

     As we complete the second session of the 107th Congress, I am continuing my tradition of solic-
iting your view on what should be our priorities in Washington, D.C. Last month I visited 19 of Penn-
sylvania’s 67 counties.  It is important for me to know what you believe are the most pressing is-
sues facing our state and nation and how the federal government can solve them.  Town Hall Meet-
ings are an important tool for me because they allow me to get out of the beltway and learn a differ-
ent point of view about our nations priorities. 

     As your United States Senator, my number one priority is keeping abreast of your needs and 
concerns, so please try to attend.  Together we can achieve a great deal for Pennsylvania and the 
nation.  I look forward to seeing you there. 

September 30 

LEBANON COUNTY @ 8:00 am 

Lebanon County City Municipal Building  
Room 10/ Auditorium  
400 South 8th Street  
Lebanon, PA 17042   

For more information  contact my Harrisburg 
office at: 

228 Walnut Street 

Room 1104 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108 

(717)782-3951 
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